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Red Swoosh RSS Feed Specification
You, the Red Swoosh customer, can initiate background downloads of content to a user’s computer using an RSS feed.  Upon completion of a download the Red Swoosh client will notify the user by displaying an icon in the user’s task tray.  When clicked, the icon opens a web browser to a specified URL.
XML File
At the heart of the RSS feed is an XML file.  When a client subscribes to an RSS feed it will periodically download the XML file at a specified URL.  This XML file contains the information needed by the client to download new files and notify the user.
The Red Swoosh expects XML files that are compliant with the RSS 2.0 format (http://www.rssboard.org/rss-specification).  The following is a sample RSS 2.0 feed with additional Red Swoosh tags, as well as a description of each tag and how the Red Swoosh client uses it.
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>
<rss version="2.0">
<channel>
  <title>Lazy Day</title>
  <description>Things I do on a lazy day.</description>
  <link>http://lazy.org/videoplayer1.php</link>
  <ttl>60</ttl>
  <redswoosh:contentlifetime>1</redswoosh:contentlifetime>
  <redswoosh:notificationtext>More content from Lazy Land.</redswoosh:notificationtext>
  <redswoosh:iconurl>http://lazy.org/favicon.ico</redswoosh:iconurl>
  <item>
    <title>Couch</title> 

    <description>I’m not sleeping, just lying down with my eyes closed.</description>
    <enclosure url="http://lazy.org/vid/couch.wmv" length="123" type="video/x-ms-wmv" />
  </item>
  <item>
    <title>Teeth</title> 

    <link>http://lazy.org/videoplayer2.php</link>
    <description>I brush my teeth every day… even if it’s a lazy day.</description>
    <enclosure url="http://lazy.org/vid/teeth.wmv" length="123" type="video/x-ms-wmv" />
    <redswoosh:contentlifetime>20</redswoosh:contentlifetime>

    <redswoosh:notificationtext>New tooth hygiene content.</redswoosh:notificationtext>
    <redswoosh:iconurl>http://lazy.org/toothicon.ico</redswoosh:iconurl>
  </item>
</channel>
</rss>
Channel tags:
· <title>
· Used to generate notification text if none was provided. (Required by RSS 2.0)
· <description>
· Ignored by the Red Swoosh client. (Required by RSS 2.0)
· <link>
· The web page to which users are sent when they click on the notification icon.  Typically, you will set this to a page on your site that uses the JavaScript API (see the RS JavaScript API document) to determine which content is available on the client, and display it appropriately.  If the link tag does not contain a valid URL in either the channel or item, then the user will not be notified when the download completes. (Required by RSS 2.0)
· <ttl>
· The polling period in minutes (Optional, default: 120)
· <redswoosh:contentlifetime>
· The number of days a file will be cached on a user’s hard drive after it is downloaded.  (Optional, default: 7)
· <redswoosh:notificationtext>
· The text to be displayed along with the task tray icon when the download is finished. (Optional, default: ‘New content is now available from channel title.’)
· <redswoosh:iconurl>
· The URL of a 16x16 icon to be displayed in the task tray when the download is finished. (Optional, default: http://www.redswoosh.net/install/rss.ico)
Item tags:

· <title>
· Stored in the JSAPI rs_fileAttributes object. (Required by RSS 2.0)
· <description>
· Stored in the JSAPI rs_fileAttributes object. (Required by RSS 2.0)
· <link>
· Same as channel.  (Optional, defaults to channel value)
· <enclosure>
· This is where the file to be downloaded is specified.  If no file is specified in the enclosure tag, then the user will be notified immediately.  (Optional, default: no file)
· <redswoosh:contentlifetime>
· Same as channel.  (Optional, default: channel ‘contentlifetime’ value)
· <redswoosh:notificationtext>
· Same as channel. (Optional, default: channel ‘notificationtext’ value)
· <redswoosh:iconurl>
· Same as channel. (Optional, default: channel ‘iconurl’ value)
· <all_other_tags>
· Stored in the JSAPI rs_fileAttributes object (see the RS JavaScript API document). (Optional)
Subscribing To a Feed
After a client has been initialized (see the RS JavaScript API document), the following two functions are used to subscribe and unsubscribe users to and from RSS feeds.  The ‘url’ parameter is the URL of the XML file.

· redswooshSubscribeToFeed( cb, h, url )

· redswooshUnsubscribeFromFeed( cb, h, url )

Once the client is subscribed to an RSS feed, it will download the XML file at the URL immediately and then poll it at a frequency specified in the file.
Client Installation

When a new user clicks an on-demand swooshed link, Red Swoosh presents an installation page that walks the user through the installation process.  To obtain this same installation page for your users’ experience, simply create a button that links to http://www.redswoosh.net/cm/install.php and specifies the following URL attributes:

· cid:
Your customer ID number. (Required)
· cuid:
The customer user ID to assign to this Red Swoosh client. (Required)
· url:
The URL of the page to open upon completion of the installation.
For example: http://www.redswoosh.net/cm/install.php?cid=1&cuid=cindy02134&url=http://www.redswoosh.net/ 
Alternatively, have the user download and run http://www.redswoosh.net/install/RSInstaller.exe, and simply call redswooshInitialize( ) at 1Hz until it responds success.
Conclusion

Described herein are instructions for creating Red Swoosh compatible RSS feeds.  This document also covers how to install a Red Swoosh client and how to subscribe it to RSS feeds.

